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The 50 most common German verbs

DIE HAUFIGSTEN VERBEN

The 50 most common German verbs carry most of everyday German, split into five topic groups: basic and
modal, movement, communication, thinking and learning, daily life; each with its er form, its Perfekt and an
example sentence.

A German sentence stands on its verb: without the noun you can still mime your way through,
without the verb you cannot build the sentence at all. These are the 50 verbs that carry

most everyday speech, in five topic groups — each with its er form, its Perfekt and one
example sentence.
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01 00:10

Right now: which verb do you start with

Everyone who starts German asks the same first question: which words do I start with? The answer: verbs. A German
sentence stands on its verb — if you don’t know the noun you can point and gesture, but if you don’t know the verb
there is no sentence.

+ Ichbrauche einen Termin.
I need an appointment. - one verb, and the sentence stands.
x Ich einen Termin.
No verb. Even if you have the noun right, the other person has to guess what you want.

The list is not random: it is split into five topic groups, because memory works in groups. Basic and modal,
movement, communication, learning, daily life. Under each group, the spot where learners mix things up most sits
in one line.

@ The order of this page: first the table of fifty verbs, then the pairs people mix up, the irregular verbs, the
Perfekt and the traps. At the very end there is a five-day plan — ten verbs a day.



http://127.0.0.1:8121/en/german/a1/

02 00:50

The table: fifty verbs, five groups

Every row has four things: the verb, its English meaning, the er form with the Perfekt, and an example sentence. The
bold part is the memorise-this spot: either a present tense where the vowel changes (er fahrt) or a Perfekt that takes
sein instead of haben (ist gefahren).

Group 1- Basic. Ten verbs you meet in every sentence. The first three are auxiliaries, 04-09 are modals.

ENGLISH ER FORM - PERFEKT EXAMPLE SENTENCE

04-09 are modal verbs: the modal itself stays in second position, the main verb goes to the end of the
sentence. In the past, the short form is what people say instead of the Perfekt: konnte - musste. The details
of the six are on the modal verbs page, the first three on the sein - haben - werden page.

v Ich muss heute arbeiten.
I have to work today. - modal in second position, main verb at the end.

Group 2 - Movement. Going, coming, standing. Most of the verbs that form their Perfekt with sein are in this group.



http://127.0.0.1:8121/en/german/modal-verbs/
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VERB ENGLISH ER FORM - PERFEKT EXAMPLE SENTENCE

gehen is on foot, fahren is by vehicle. If you are taking the train to Berlin it is not ich gehe — it is Ich fahre
nach Berlin.

Group 3 - Communication. Ten verbs you need when you talk. Two of them take no ge- in the Perfekt: erzahlt
- erklart.

ENGLISH ER FORM - PERFEKT EXAMPLE SENTENCE

sprechen speaks a language, sagen says a thing: Ich spreche Deutsch - Ich sage nichts.




Group 4 - Learning. What happens inside your head. wissen and kennen are in the same group on purpose: these
two get mixed up most.

ENGLISH ER FORM - PERFEKT EXAMPLE SENTENCE

wissen is information, kennen is acquaintance: Ich weiB, wo er wohnt - Ich kenne ihn seit 2019.

Group 5 - Daily life. What you use from morning to night. The three with a dot are separable verbs.

ENGLISH ER FORM - PERFEKT EXAMPLE SENTENCE

The three with a dot are separable verbs: the prefix drops to the end of the sentence. Ich stehe um sieben
auf. Details on the separable verbs page.



http://127.0.0.1:8121/en/german/separable-verbs/
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English blurs these pairs — German keeps them apart

The two pairs people mix up most in this list are one word in English. You say “I know him” and “I know his address”,
“I speak German” and “I say nothing” — with know, English uses the same word for both. German uses two, and you
have to pick the right box every time.

GERMAN ENGLISH USED WITH EXAMPLE

Quick test: if a clause starting with wo - was - wie - dass follows, the verb is wissen. If a person or a place
follows, it is kennen.

v Ich kenne ihn, aber ich weiB nicht, wo er wohnt.
I know him, but I don’t know where he lives.

Ich wei3 ihn.

“I know him.” You don’t know a person like a fact, you are acquainted with them: Ich kenne ihn.

Ich sage Deutsch.

You don’t “say” a language, you speak it: Ich spreche Deutsch.

A
THE OTHER WAY ROUND

One word in English, two in German: to go

English “go” covers every trip. German splits it in two: gehen on foot, fahren by vehicle. If you go by plane,
there is a third: fliegen.

v Ichfahre mit dem Zug nach Berlin.
I’'m going to Berlin by train.

x Ich gehe mit dem Zug nach Berlin.

You can’t go “on foot” by train — with a vehicle the verb is fahren.

The one exception is set destinations: ins Kino gehen - zum Arzt gehen - zur Arbeit gehen. Even if you take the
bus to the cinema, a German still says Ich gehe ins Kino — what matters here is not the journey but that you go
there to do something.

The reverse also happens: German covers two English words with one verb. bringen is both bring and take: Bring mir
bitte Wasser. (bring) - Ich bringe dich nach Hause. (I'll take you home). laufen is both run and walk, tragen is both
carry and wear. The rest of the sentence tells you the direction or the meaning.




04 04:30

Nineteen verbs bring their own rule

Thirty-one of the fifty verbs conjugate regularly: take the stem, add the ending — ich lerne - du lernst - er lernt. The
remaining nineteen show themselves in the bold spots in the tables and fall into four patterns.

PATTERN VERBS IN THE LIST WHAT IT LOOKS LIKE

The vowel changes only in the du and er / sie / es forms. ich fahre - wir fahren - ihr fahrt stay plain.

v Er fahrt morgen nach Koln.
He’s going to Cologne tomorrow.
Er fahrt morgen nach Koln.
The dots fell off: in the er form a becomes a.
Ich f&hre morgen nach Koln.
The opposite mistake: the ich form never changes — ich fahre.

arbeiten - antworten - finden take an extra -e-: er arbeitet - er findet. That is a sound rule, not an irregularity — it is
explained on the verb conjugation page.

05 05:30

Perfekt: eight want sein

\When you speak, you build the past with haben or sein + Partizip II. Most verbs in the list take haben. Eight want
sein, and they all have the same thing in common: moving from one place to another, or changing from one state
to another.



http://127.0.0.1:8121/en/german/present-tense/

WHY SEIN EXAMPLE

sein and haben are mostly spoken in the short past anyway: Ich war krank - Ich hatte keine Zeit. In southern
Germany, Austria and Switzerland, stehen and sitzen also take sein: Ich bin gestanden.

v Ich bin um sieben aufgestanden.

I got up at seven.
x Ich habe um sieben aufgestanden.
Getting up is a change of state: the auxiliary is sein.

One fine point: if fahren takes an object, it switches back to haben. Friiher habe ich einen BMW gefahren. — “I used
to drive a BMW.” With no object, when you are just going somewhere, it is sein.

A
TRAP

Four verbs take no ge-

A verb that starts with be- - er- - ver- takes no ge- in Partizip II. There are four in the list: erzéhlen - erzahlt -
erklaren - erklart - verstehen - verstanden - bezahlen - bezahlt.

v Ich habe schon bezahlt.

I have already paid.

x Ich habe schon gebezahit.

A verb that starts with be- doesn’t get a second prefix.

Separable verbs are different: there the ge- slips into the middle: aufgestanden - angefangen - aufgehort. All of
it is on the Perfekt page.

You hear these four every day, even from students who have memorised the list. What they share: the word is right,
the position or the ending is wrong.
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A

TRAP 01

The modal is conjugated, the main verb is not
+ Ich kann heute nicht kommen.

I can’t come today.

x Ich kann heute nicht kemme.

The second verb got conjugated too — it must stay in the infinitive.

English does the same thing (“I can come”, never “I can comes”), so the infinitive at the end of the sentence
should feel familiar — the new part is the position. The modal is conjugated in second place, and the main
verb goes to the end with no ending at all.

A

TRAP 02

The prefix of a separable verb drops to the end
+ Ich stehe um sieben auf.

I get up at seven.

x Ich aufstehe um sieben.

The prefix stayed put — in a main clause it breaks off and goes to the end.

In the dictionary it is written as one word (aufstehen), in the sentence it breaks apart. With a modal it joins up
again: Ich muss friih aufstehen. All of it is on the separable verbs page.

A
TRAP 03
In the singular, wissen is conjugated like a modal
v Er weiB das nicht.
He doesn’t know that.
x Er wei3t das nicht.

The final -t belongs only to the du form: du weift.

The singular of wissen looks like a modal: ich weiB - du weiBt - er weiB. In the plural it goes back to normal:
wir wissen - ihr wisst - sie wissen.
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A
TRAP 04

fragen wants the Akkusativ, helfen the Dativ

In English “ask him” and “help him” look the same, so you assume German treats them alike too. It doesn’t.
fragen takes the Akkusativ, like a direct object: helfen takes the Dativ: Ich helfe dir. (English “help me” hides it:
it is really “give help to me”.)

v Ichfrage den Lehrer.

I’'m asking the teacher. > Akkusativ
x Ichfrage dem Lehrer.

The Dativ crept in — fragen wants the Akkusativ.
v Kannst du mir helfen?

Can you help me? - Dativ

X Kannst du mieh helfen?

helfen wants the Dativ: mir, dir.

07 07:40

The part nobody tells you: a verb is not learned alone

Everyone does the same thing with a vocabulary list: helfen = to help, done. Then, when building a sentence, the verb
comes to mind but its companions don’t: which case, which preposition, which auxiliary. The real meaning of a verb is
not only its translation but what it brings with it.

VERB WHAT IT BRINGS LEARN IT LIKE THIS

In your notebook, write the right column, not the left. If you learn the verb once inside its sentence, you
don’t have to think about the case, the preposition and the auxiliary separately.

~ Ich denke oft an meine Familie.

I often think about my family.




x Ich denke oft meine-Familie.

The preposition is missing — when you think about someone, denken takes an.

The long list of verbs that come with a preposition is on the verb + preposition page. At Al, these six are enough.

08 08:30

Five-day plan: ten verbs a day

The pace: ten verbs a day, the list is done in five days. One group per day; three steps for each verb:

Read it aloud: the infinitive, the er form, the Perfekt — fahren - fahrt - ist gefahren.
Say the sentence from the table out loud once.

Build your own sentence: with ich, from your own life — Ich fahre jeden Tag mit dem Bus.

DAY GROUP SENTENCE OF THE DAY

Before moving on to a new group, repeat yesterday’s sentences for two minutes. Cross out each group you
have finished.

~ Heute lerne ich zehn Verben.

Today I’'m learning ten verbs.

Day six: five verbs to add once the list is done. In frequency lists they compete with these fifty, and three of them fall
into the same e - i pattern:

geben — to give (er gibt)

sehen — to see (er sieht)

nehmen — to take (er nimmt)

bleiben — to stay (ist geblieben)

heiBen — to be called (Ich heiBe Ali.)

® Atthe end of day five, take the ten-question test below: it tells you which group stayed weak. If you are
ready to move on to adjectives, the next list is the 50 most common adjectives.
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09 BUILD
Build the sentence yourself

[Tap the words and put them in order. This is the hardest part of German — and there are no options to pick from, you
build it.

TAP THE WORDS

TAP THE WORDS

TAP THE WORDS

Tap an answer — we will look at why together.

Take the full test

10 questions - timed - rule breakdown at the end

GENAU — NOT RULES, THE MOMENT IT CLICKS.
GENAU - FREE GERMAN LIBRARY
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