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the preposition vor

DIE PRAPOSITION VOR
Vor is a two-way preposition: it takes the dative for a position and the accusative for a direction.

\vor takes two cases: if it answers wo? (where?) it is Dativ, if it answers wohin? (where to?) it is
Akkusativ. English “in front of” is the same either way, so learners often reach for Akkusativ even
when nothing is moving.
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1. vor — Dativ or Akkusativ?

vor is a two-faced preposition. If the sentence answers “where?” (wo?), it shows a position and takes the Dativ. If it
answers “where t0?” (wohin?), it shows a direction and takes the Akkusativ.

The rule is simple: movement means Akkusativ, no movement means Dativ.

CASE QUESTION EXAMPLE SENTENCE

Movement: Akkusativ. No movement: Dativ.
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2. vor for position (Dativ): examples

Nothing moves in the sentences below; they only say that something or someone is in front of something.

GERMAN ENGLISH




No movement in any of these, so it is Dativ.
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3. vor for direction (Akkusativ): examples

In these sentences a person or object moves towards a place; the goal is “the front of it”, so Akkusativ follows.

GERMAN ENGLISH

The movement is towards a goal, so Akkusativ.

04 03:30

4. “vor” in time - always Dativ

With a time expression, vor means “.. ago” or “before” and takes the Dativ, always; Akkusativ never appears.




TIME EXPRESSION EXAMPLE SENTENCE

In time expressions “vor” never takes Akkusativ.
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Traps

A
TRAP 01
Using Akkusativ when nothing moves
When “wo?” is the question you need Dativ, but learners sense movement and pull out Akkusativ.
x Ich bin vor das Haus.
Akkusativ “das” is wrong; a position needs Dativ “dem”.

~ Ichbin vor dem Haus.

I’'m in front of the house (position).

A
TRAP 02

Trying Akkusativ in a time expression
When “vor” expresses time it always takes Dativ, never Akkusativ.
x Vor zwei Jahre habe ich das Buch gelesen.
“zwei Jahre” is Akkusativ; the correct form is “zwei Jahren” (Dativ).

v Vor zwei Jahren habe ich das Buch gelesen.

I read the book two years ago.




A
TRAP 03

Mixing up “vor” and “vorher”
“vorher” is an adverb and needs no case; the preposition “vor” does.

x Ich war vorher dem Haus.

“vorher” is an adverb, not a preposition; it takes no case.

Ich war vor dem Haus.

I was in front of the house.
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The other two-way prepositions

©7 BUILD
Build the sentence yourself

Tap the words and put them in order. This is the hardest part of German — and there are no options to pick from, you
build it.

TAP THE WORDS

TAP THE WORDS

TAP THE WORDS

Tap an answer — we will look at why together.

Take the full test

13 questions - timed - rule breakdown at the end
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